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Document A
Articles of Confederation

Article II.  Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and right,
which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.

Article VII. When land forces are raised by any state, for the common defense, all officers of or under the rank of
colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each state respectively by whom such forces shall be raised, or in

such manner as such state shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the state which first made
appointment.

ARTICLE IX The united states, in congress assembled, shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and
reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof nor
ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor

emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the united states, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of
vessels of war to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander
in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same, nor shall a question on any other point, except

for adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the united states in congress
assembled.

[Source: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=3&page=transcript]

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=3&page=transcript
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On this day, Shays’ Rebellion starts in Massachusetts

Daniel Shays, a former Continental Army captain, led a group of upset western Massachusetts residents who were upset about the way
the state government was handling wartime debt and high taxes. In some cases, Army veterans who had never received pay for their

service saw their property seized. . . .

On September 2, 1786, Massachusetts Governor James Bowdoin issued a proclamation recapping the scene on August 29, when
Shays’ group arrived at the Court of Common Pleas in Northampton.

“A large concourse of people, from several parts of that county, assembled at the Court-House...many of whom were armed with guns,
swords, and other deadly weapons, and with drums beating and fifes playing, in contempt and open defiance of the authority of this

Government, did, by their threats of violence and keeping possession of the Court-House until twelve o’clock on the night of the same
day,” said Bowdoin.

Bowdoin called on “all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Constables, and other officers, civil and military, within this Commonwealth, to prevent
and suppress all such violent and riotous proceedings.” He also appealed to the residents of the Commonwealth to “aid and assist with

their utmost efforts the aforesaid officers, and to unite in preventing and suppressing all such treasonable proceedings.”

The protesters later seized several other local courts after the state government refused to consider debt-relief provisions. Shays then
led a force of about 1,500 men in an attempted raid of the Springfield armory on January 26, 1787. The group was intercepted on the

day before its planned attack; four protestors died in a brief conflict with the militia and the group dispersed.

The tax protest showed that the weak federal government, under the Articles of Confederation, couldn’t put down an internal rebellion. It
had to rely on a state militia led by General Benjamin Lincoln and sponsored by private business people. With no money, the central

government couldn't act to protect a “perpetual union” guaranteed by the Articles.

The events leading to and including Shays’ Rebellion alarmed Founders like George Washington, James Madison, and Alexander
Hamilton to the point where delegates from five states met in Annapolis, Maryland in September 1786 to discuss changing the Articles

of Confederation.

[Source: https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/on-this-day-shays-rebellion-starts-in-massachusetts]

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/collections/97ab3e11-2005-4f28-9862-450772271787
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/on-this-day-shays-rebellion-starts-in-massachusetts
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Brutus No 1

Many instances can be produced in which the people have voluntarily increased the

powers of their rulers; but few, if any, in which rulers have willingly abridged their
authority. This is a sufficient reason to induce you to be careful, in the first instance, how
you deposit the powers of government.

… This government is to possess absolute and uncontrollable power, legislative, executive

and judicial, with respect to every object to which it extends,

for by the last clause of section 8th, article 1st, it is declared “that the Congress shall have

power to make all laws  which shall be necessary  and proper for carrying into execution

the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this constitution, in the government

of the United States; or in any department or office thereof.”

[Source College Board]
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Brutus No 1

And by the 6th article, it is declared “that this constitution, and the laws of the United

States, which shaltes, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state

shall be bound thereby, any thing in the constitution, or law of any state to the contrary

notwithstanding.” l be made in pursuance thereof, and the treaties made, or which shall

be made, under the authority of the United Sta

It appears from these articles that there is no need of any intervention of the state

governments, between the Congress and the people, to execute any  one power vested in

the general government, and that the constitution and laws of every state are nullified and
declared void, so far as they are or shall be inconsistent with this constitution, or the laws

made in pursuance of it, or with treaties made under the authority of the United States. —

[Source College Board]
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George Mason’s Notes on the Constitution

Philadelphia, September 16, 1787:

There is no Declaration of Rights, and the laws of the general government being paramount to the laws and
constitution of the several States, the Declarations of Rights in the separate States are no security. Nor are the
people secured even in the enjoyment of the benefit of the common law.

Under their own construction of the general clause, at the end of the enumerated powers, the Congress may grant
monopolies in trade and commerce, constitute new crimes, inflict unusual and severe punishments, and extend their
powers as far as they shall think proper; so that the State legislatures have no security for the powers now
presumed to remain to them, or the people for their rights.

There is no declaration of any kind, for preserving the liberty of the press, or the trial by jury in civil causes; nor
against the danger of standing armies in time of peace.

.. . This government will set out a moderate aristocracy: it is at present impossible to foresee whether it will, in its
operation, produce a monarchy, or a corrupt, tyrannical aristocracy; it will most probably vibrate some years between
the two, and then terminate in the one or the other.

[EPS Shared Drive]



USG U2 Carousel Gallery Walk - Federalist AntiFederalist
Document F

The Bill of Rights

The first 10 amendments to the Constitution make up the Bill of Rights. James Madison wrote the
amendments, which list specific prohibitions on governmental power, in response to calls from several
states for greater constitutional protection for individual liberties. For example, the Founders saw the
ability to speak and worship freely as a natural right protected by the First Amendment. Congress is
prohibited from making laws establishing religion or abridging freedom of speech. The Fourth
Amendment safeguards citizens’ right to be free from unreasonable government intrusion in their
homes through the requirement of a warrant.

The Bill of Rights was strongly influenced by the Virginia Declaration of Rights, written by George
Mason. Other precursors include English documents such as the Magna Carta, the Petition of Right,
the English Bill of Rights, and the Massachusetts Body of Liberties.

One of the many points of contention between Federalists, who advocated a strong national
government, and Anti-Federalists, who wanted power to remain with state and local governments,
was the Constitution’s lack of a bill of rights that would place specific limits on government power.
Federalists argued that the Constitution did not need a bill of rights, because the people and the
states kept any powers not given to the federal government. Anti-Federalists held that a bill of rights
was necessary to safeguard individual liberty.

[Source: https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-right]

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-right

