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My Notes

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does conflict influence 
political relationships?

As you gather evidence to answer the 
Essential Question, think about:
•  how the Cold War impacted 

political relationships in countries 
other than the United States and 
the Soviet Union.

•  how proxy wars impact the players 
involved.

•  how the Vietnam War and the 
Korean War were indicative of 
larger, ideological conflicts.

Cold War Conflicts

DIRECTIONS Search for evidence in the lesson to help you answer the 
following questions.

1A   DETERMINING MEANING The origin of the word proxy is “procuracy,” 
which refers to the office of an official who represents others in a 
Roman court. Given this definition, how would you define a proxy war ?

1B   INTERPRETING Why did the United States and the Soviet Union 
fight proxy wars instead of fighting each other directly?

2A   SUMMARIZING What did U.S. President Harry S. Truman say about 
communism in his inaugural address? 

2B   EXPLAINING EFFECTS How did Truman’s comments about 
communism impact the relationship between the United States and 
the Soviet Union? 

Effect

Effect
Cause

Effect

Truman’s beliefs about 
communism

IT MATTERS BECAUSE 

In the decades after World War II, the Cold War between 

the United States and the Soviet Union spread, creating 

military alliances and defining the postwar era. The 

competition between the superpowers also affected “hot” 

wars, especially in Korea and Vietnam.

The United States and the Soviet Union

GUIDING QUESTIONS What common factor triggered the “hot” wars in Asia 

during the Cold War? How did nuclear weapons influence political relation-

ships during the Cold War?

World War II destroyed European supremacy in world affairs, and  

Europe did not recover from this. As the Cold War conflict between 

the world’s two superpowers—the United States and the Soviet 

Union—grew stronger, the European nations were divided into two 

armed camps dependent upon one or the other of these two major 

powers. This division, however, also spread to the rest of the world. 

The United States and the Soviet Union, whose rivalry brought the 

world to the brink of nuclear war, seemed to hold the survival of the 

world in their hands.

Neither power, however, ever went to war directly with the 

other. Instead, the United States and the Soviet Union fought a 

series of proxy wars. A proxy war occurs when two powers in 

conflict use substitutes instead of fighting each other directly. Proxy 

wars were common during the Cold War. Armed with devastating 

nuclear arsenals, neither the United States nor the Soviet Union 

wanted to fight each other directly. However, both nations were 

willing to support opposing sides in local wars in the ongoing 

struggle between their two worldviews.

Each superpower used military and economic aid to win the 

support of other nations. In addition to NATO in Europe, the United 

States also built alliances in other parts of the world. To stem Com

munist aggression in the East, the United States, Great Britain, 

France, Pakistan, the Philippines, Australia, and New Zealand 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION

READING HELPDESK

Academic Vocabulary

•  temporary

•  emerge

Content Vocabulary

•  proxy war

•  domino theory

TAKING NOTES

Key Ideas and Details

Categorizing As you read, use a chart 

like the one below to list the different 

proxy wars fought by the United States 

and the Soviet Union.

Proxy 
Wars
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3   IDENTIFYING CONNECTIONS How did nuclear weapons impact political relations during the 
Cold War? 

4   HISTORY  How was the Vietnam War perceived in the United States? What factors contributed 
to how the war was perceived?  

Cause 1

Cause 4

Cause 2

Cause 3

Effect

Perception of the Vietnam War

There was a massive 
antiwar movement against 
the Vietnam War.
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